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the opening years of this century we welcomed the provinces
of Central and South America as they emerged, one by one,
from a condition of imperial vassalage, and took their places
in the galaxy of Republican States.

If in this year 1900, America had sent forth one word of
official cheer to the States of South Africa, the act would
have been an act of self-abasement that would have invited
the contempt of all mankind.

When we charge imperialism upon the administration this
question is put exultingly: " Where is the crown ? " I answer
from history. England waited a century, after the conquests
by Clive and Hastings, for a Beaconsfield to crown Britain's
Queen " Empress of the Indies." The crown is but a bauble.
Empire means vast armies employed in ignominious service,
burdensome taxation at home, and ruthless maladministra-
tion of affairs abroad.

In two short years of imperialism, these evils have ceased
to be imaginative merely, and they have taken a place among
the unwelcome realities of our national life.

Before I close this discourse I shall return to the subjects
that I have now introduced to your attention, and for the
purpose of asking you to foster and preserve the quality of
consistency in the history of the county of Essex.

Mr. Moody introduced two topics to the Essex Club of
which I am to take notice. They concern me personally, but
there is an aspect of one of them that may merit public at-
tention.

With a kindliness of spirit, that I could not have antici-
pated, Mr. Moody attributes my failure to continue in the
opinions that he claims were entertained by me in 1859, to
the infirmities incident to advancing years.* He thus raises
a question that I am not competent to discuss. I pass
it by.

I trust that Mr. Moody may live to the age of two and